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843-797-8300 (Charleston) • 800-845-0432 (Other Areas)

www.scfederal.org

WHY SHOULD YOUR

CREDIT CARD HAVE

ALL THE FUN?

Introducing
Debit Rewards

Purchases earn points towards
travel, merchandise and more.

Visit a branch, give us a call, or log onto our website
for all the details.

R50-F53128

MINI LEASE

• CD Player

• Air Conditioning

• FREE Factory

Scheduled Maintenance

• 4-yr. 50,000-mile Warranty

• 36 MPG EPA Highway Mileage

• 6 Air Bags

• Standard ABS

• Cruise Control

• 4 Star Crash Test Rated

• Remote Radio Controls

• Power Windows & Locks

$249

1518 Savannah Hwy. • Charleston, SC 29407
888-404-1227 • MINIofCharleston.com

a month*

*MSRP $18,650. $1,813.26 due on signing. 36 month lease. 10,000 miles per year. With approved credit.*MSRP $18,650. $1,813.26 due on signing. 36 month lease. 10,000 miles per year. With approved credit.
C05-F57615

Andrew D. Saffer, DPM
is joining Carolina Foot Specialists at their new second location
570 Longpoint Road, Suite 130 • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Phone 843.849.2596 • Appointments 843.225.5575

Board-Certified by theAmerican Board of Podiatric Surgery
� RECONSTRUCTIVE FOOTSURGERY� DIABETIC FOOTCARE � SPORTSMEDICINE

R33-F59707
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HEALTH & SCIENCE
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INK
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FAMILY L IFE
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FASHION
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AR TS & TRAVEL
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ReadEVERY DAY
Show targets childhood obesity
The Learning Channel’s family weight-loss makeover show,
“Honey, We’re Killing the Kids,” aims at scaring parents of
overweight kids into rethinking their lifestyles.

A foundation for the stage
Young people with an interest in the theater focus on the 
basics of writing and acting during a Footlight Players summer
workshop.

Smooth operators
Fruity, creamy and cold, smoothies can be a nutritious meal or
snack disguised as a treat. Plus, they are great for people on the
go. As easy and good as smoothies are, there are ways to make
them even better.

Getting back into school
As students head back into classrooms, many will bear 
the weight of the world on their shoulders. Overloaded or
improperly worn backpacks can cause youngsters back, neck 
or shoulder pain.

Barbershop cool
Some consider the barbershop a relic, but that is a false
assumption. In the Charleston area, the shop count is about
100. It’s still a tool of fashion, if not the fashionable.

David Thiem
Faith, service and commitment are constant themes in David
Thiem’s life. The certified public account believes that God
called him to become a CPA and that God has given each 
person certain gifts that should be used to help others.

in

Barbados: Fun, sun and history
A Caribbean vacation-seeker has many fabulous islands from
which to choose. But Lowcountry residents interested in some
locally relevant history and education to go with their sunning,
swimming and snorkeling should head to Barbados.

PC-F43062

GenPhar developing vaccine against Ebola virus

return, and that’s what we focus 
our business model on,” Dong 
said.

Dong said he anticipates that a 
lot of goverment grants will go 
toward biological threat in the fu-
ture, and that is the direction he 
hopes to steer his company.

“This is the type of business that 
should be developed in South Car-
olina, especially in coastal regions 
that have a sensitive environment,” 
he said.

GenPhar is looking to build a $10 
million facility to manufacture its 
vaccine. The company hasn’t se-
lected land yet, but Dong said he 
hopes it will be close to the Medi-
cal University of South Carolina 
or Clemson University.

The new vaccine GenPhar re-
searchers are working on would be 
“multivalent,” meaning it would 
protect against multiple strains of 
Ebola and Marburg. The vaccine 
works by inducing the immune 
system to attack a benign virus 
with the same shape as Ebola. “A 
sheep in the clothing of a wolf,” 
Dong said.

The lethal and mysterious nature 
of the virus has translated into big 
bucks for the entertainment in-
dustry, with such hits as the 1995 
movie “Outbreak” and Richard 
Preston’s 1996 best-seller, “The 
Hot Zone.” 

In reality, the virus rarely be-
comes airborne and usually is 
confined to periodic outbreaks in 
Africa, mostly in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

However, with an increasing-
ly globalized society, fears are 
mounting that Ebola could spread 
through air travel. Ebola also is 
viewed as a potential bioterrorism 
threat because it can be spread so 
quickly and easily.

“Ebola has the potential to go 
airborne and be spread like the 
flu. An airborne strain of Ebola 
could circle the world in about six 

or seven weeks,” Peter Jahrling of 
the Army’s Medical Research In-
stitute of Infectious Diseases said 
in a statement.

GenPhar receives $30 million 
each year, about half from the De-
partment of Defense and half from 
private investors in New York and 
California. Because of the poten-
tial hazard of the virus, much of 
the research was done at a secure 
Army facility in Maryland.

If the vaccine is approved, it will 
be offered to the Army to protect 
soldiers, and possibly even civil-
ians, from a bioterrorism threat.

A 2002 FDA rule allows cer-
tain drugs go to market if there 
is a great need for the drug and if 
testing on humans would be im-
possible without killing someone. 
The new vaccine still would have 
to go through trials to determine 
the best dose, the effect on fetuses 
and other unanswered questions. 
But it would not go to a human 
phase for ethical reasons.

If a disease threat is particularly 
hazardous, a drug can go on the 
so-called “fast track,” meaning the 
application would be reviewed in 
six months rather than 10.

Other companies also are work-
ing in conjunction with the gov-
ernment on Ebola vaccines. The 
National Institutes of Health did 

a study based on technology from 
San Diego-based Vical. The Dutch 
firm Crucell NV also is working 
in collaboration with the Army on 
Ebola vaccine research.

GenPhar was founded in 1999 
with about 20 scientists and other 
workers. Although the Mount 
Pleasant-based pharmaceutical is 
small, it has been working in nu-
merous partnerships with other 
companies and the government to 
conduct vaccine research. It now 
is working on vaccines for HIV, 
avian flu, Spanish flu and other 
diseases.

Dong, originally from Beijing, 
moved to the Lowcountry when 
he founded GenPhar to take ad-
vantage of research being done at 
MUSC and for the quality of life 
here.

Dong said he hopes the knowl-
edge-based economy in South 
Carolina will evolve as parts of 
California have, with “high-tech-
nology, high-income, low-envi-
ronmental-impact development.”

“Once (a company has) a tech-
nology, they have a project, and 
they can have a billion-dollar 
company,” he said.

Reach Lucia Walinchus 
at 937-5921 or lwalinchus@
postandcourier.com.

Scientists 
at Mount 
Pleasant-
based 
GenPhar Inc. 
have been 
working on 
a vaccine to 
combat the 
potentially 
deadly Ebola 
virus.
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